How Tradition Has Blocked Healing

Why is it difficult for us as believers to perceive that we can be healed today?  The traditions of men. 

Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye (Mark 7:13). 

When we hold on to the traditions and beliefs of men, their churches, and denominations, then God’s Word will not be able to make an impact in our lives. Seeds of doubt and unbelief have been sown by the traditions of men, by men who try to teach the Word with head knowledge instead of biblical knowledge.  

Men in pulpits have preached things that are simply untrue because they have no revelation or knowledge of the Word. Traditions will cost people the healing power of God from touching their lives. We have heard traditional teachings such as: 

· “God won’t put any more on His children than they can bear.”
· “God will heal some, but not others.”
· “God will heal if it is His will, because it may not be His will.”
· “God put this sickness on us to punish us for some sin.”
· “God put this sickness on us to teach us a lesson.”
· “God is behind every death.”
· “Miracles and healings are not for today.”
· “God gets glory in our sickness.”
· “Don’t forget that Job had to suffer sickness from God.”
· “Paul could not get rid of his thorn.”
· “God curses us with sickness.”

I. God won’t put any more on His children than they can bear. If God is indeed placing sickness on people, then Jesus would have been working against God. Jesus went around taking sickness away from people. 
The Bible states that Jesus did good when He went around healing people and that God was with Him.  Sickness is oppression from Satan, which means that Satan puts sickness on us. 

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him (Acts 10:38). 

II. God will heal some, but not others. God is no respecter of persons. His covenant is for everyone who believes. God does not choose some to be healed and not want to see others healed. This means that it is not God’s fault that some people are not healed. Many people are destroyed in their health because of lack of knowledge, lack of faith, or disobedience to God in some area. 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: (Acts 10:34).

III. God will heal if it is His will. It is always God’s will to heal any and all people. If sickness is 
  God’s will, then we are in sin if we work against God’s will to get better or well. 

2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed (Matthew 8:2-3). 

IV. God put this sickness on us to punish us for some sin. 
14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him (James 5:14-15).

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; (Psalm 103:2-3). 

There is not one sin that God will not forgive. This means that no sin will stand in the way of our healing. 

V. God put this sickness on us to teach us a lesson.  When the people could not receive their 
      healing because of unbelief, Jesus came to teach them to help them believe. Jesus did not use 
      sickness to teach them a lesson for a sin they had committed. He taught them how to believe so 
      they could be healed. People are not healed because of their unbelief. 

5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching (Mark 6:5-6). 

VI. God is behind every death. The Bible states that Satan is behind death.  Men can live foolishly 
       and wickedly and die before their time. God desires us to live for at least 70 years. Death came in 
       the world by man, not God. Satan is a thief who comes to steal, kill, and destroy. Jesus comes to 
       give us life or help us live. God would prefer that we live and tell of His good works than be dead. 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; (Hebrews 2:14)

Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time? (Ecclesiastes 7:17)

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away (Psalm 90:10).

For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead               (1 Corinthians 15:21).

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly (John 10:10). 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD (Psalm 118:17). 

VII. Miracles and healings are not for today. God has not changed. Jesus is the same yesterday, 
         today, and forever. Jesus healed all who came to Him.  He healed every sickness and every 
         disease. God placed healing and miracles for His church.  If His church is for today, then healings 
         and miracles must also be for today. 

For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed
(Malachi 3:6).

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever (Hebrews 13:8).
	
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles… (1 Corinthians 12:9-10). 



VIII. God gets glory in our sickness. Man uses this statement as a reason to explain why people 
           are not healed. They teach that when we endure sickness, we demonstrate giving God glory in
           our sickness. This is not biblical.  

The Bible states that people only gave glory to the Lord when miracles and healings occurred. They glorified the God of Israel when they saw His power in manifestation. The world is not impressed by our sickness, and neither is God. God is not impressed because we bear up under pain and agony. God is more concerned that we believe Him to come out of the sickness. 

… when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel (Matthew 15:31).

… and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God (Luke 13:13).

… when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, (Luke 17:15).

And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God (Luke 18:43).

So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done (Acts 4:21). 

Glorifying God happened when God did something for the people.  God was not glorified in scripture until He demonstrated His mighty power. 

IX. Don’t forget that Job had to suffer sickness from God. Satan attacked Job with sickness, 
       not God. 
So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown (Job 2:7).

             Also, the New Testament directs our focus to what really matters about Job, his end. 

Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful (James 5:11, NKJV).

       Tradition emphasizes the beginning of Job’s life with its sickness and suffering because they have 
       no answer for why some people cannot be healed. Tradition says, “Well, Job was sick, and he 
       suffered. Therefore, we must expect to suffer.”  Notice Job’s end and how God delivered him from 
       his captivity and showed him His mercy. 

10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job … 12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning … 16 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years... 17 So Job died, being old and full of days (Job 42:10, 12, 16-17).

X. Paul could not get rid of his thorn. Paul’s thorn was not sickness and disease. Scripture states 
      that the thorn was a messenger of Satan who “buffeted” him. The term messenger in this passage 
      refers to one of Satan’s fallen angels, not a sickness. God does not use messengers of Satan.                 
      God did not give Paul that thorn in the flesh.  Satan sent the thorn to harness Paul to keep him 
      from spreading the Gospel.  The word buffeted refers to the enemy’s repeated blows to Paul. 
      Paul mentions this in 2 Corinthians 11:23-27.

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.                  24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness (2 Corinthians 11:23-27).

See also Acts 13:45-50 and Acts 14:5-6, 19-20.  The thorn in scripture never referred to sickness or disease.  The term thorn was only an analogy or illustration for when someone was harassing someone else. It dealt with a person(s) or some type of being or personality. 

55 But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides…(Numbers 33:55).

The Canaanite people were the thorn, not sickness.  God answered Paul and told him to deal with it by using the grace (divine power and ability in his heart). 

XI. God curses us with sickness and disease. Yes, the Bible states that sickness is a curse. 
        It came when Israel disobeyed God’s laws (Deuteronomy 28:15, 59-61; Proverbs 26:2). 
        However, Christ comes to take away all curses (Galatians 3:13). 

In summary, our traditions have lied to us about God, His Word, and His desire to bless and heal us.

The healing school is designed to renew our minds, change our hearts, and eradicate every bit of doubt, unbelief, and lies from church traditions that may be in our hearts.  This school will offer biblical reasons why healing is for today and explain why people are not healed. It will address God’s healing promises in His Word, God’s desire for us to experience long life, healing in the cross of Christ, healing and deliverance, methods of receiving healing, medicine and faith, and so much more. 

Once our minds have removed all doubt, and our hearts know without a shadow of doubt that it is God’s will to heal us, then we will have the faith to be healed. 

