God’s Promises of Long Life

It is not God’s will for His people to die early. His desire has always been for His people to enjoy a good, long, prosperous, and fulfilling life. Notice His promises that belong to us also. The key to long life is obedience to God’s Word and serving Him. 

25 And ye shall SERVE THE LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will TAKE SICKNESS AWAY from the midst of thee.                                  26 There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the NUMBER OF THY DAYS I WILL FULFILL (Exodus 23:25-26). God desires to fulfill our days if we serve Him. 

Honour thy father and thy mother: THAT THY DAYS MAY BE LONG upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee (Exodus 20:12). God wants our days to be prolonged in the land. 

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; 3 That it may be well with thee, and THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG on the earth (Ephesians 6:2-3). Obeying and honoring our parents will bring long life and cause things to go well with us. 

And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be BURIED IN A GOOD OLD AGE (Genesis 15:15). Dying in a good old age is God’s will for us. 

And ABRAHAM WAS OLD, AND WELL STRICKEN IN AGE: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things (Genesis 24:1).

Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and DIED IN A GOOD OLD AGE, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people (Genesis 25:8). Our covenant of benefits is based on what Abraham received. 

So JOSEPH died, being an HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS OLD: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt (Genesis 50:26).                   Joseph died at age 110.

And MOSES was FOURSCORE YEARS OLD, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh (Exodus 7:7). Moses and Aaron were in their 80s when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

And AARON was an HUNDRED AND TWENTY AND THREE YEARS OLD when he died in mount Hor (Numbers 33:39). Aaron was 123 years old when he died. 

Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that THOU MAYEST PROLONG THY DAYS UPON THE EARTH, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever                     (Deuteronomy 4:40). Keeping God’s statutes, commands, (or word) brought long life. 

And MOSES was AN HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS OLD when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated (Deuteronomy 34:7). Moses was 120 years old when he died, and he still had strength in his body. 

And it came to pass after these things, that JOSHUA the son of Nun,                      the servant of the LORD, died, being AN HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS OLD                        (Joshua 24:29). Joshua died at age 110.

And Gideon the son of Joash DIED IN A GOOD OLD AGE, and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites (Judges 8:32). Gideon died at a ripe old age.

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I WILL LENGTHEN THY DAYS (1 Kings 3:14). God desires to lengthen our days. 

And he died in A GOOD OLD AGE, FULL OF DAYS, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead (1 Chronicles 29:28).  David died in a ripe old age. 

But Jehoiada waxed OLD, AND WAS FULL OF DAYS when he died; an hundred and thirty years old was he when he died (2 Chronicles 24:15). Jehoiada died at age 130. 

So Job died, being OLD AND FULL OF DAYS (Job 42:17). Job died as an old man, full of  days.

13Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 16 LENGTH OF DAYS is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour (Proverbs 3:13, 16). The man who finds God’s wisdom will have length of days. 

They shall still bring forth fruit in OLD AGE; they shall be fat and flourishing; (Psalm 92:14). We are called to flourish in our old age.

And even to your OLD AGE I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you:  I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you              (Isaiah 46:4).  God will still carry us in our old age and deliver us. 

With LONG LIFE will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation                      (Psalm 91:16).  God desires to satisfy us with long life. 

Thou shalt come to thy GRAVE IN A FULL AGE, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season (Job 5:26). God desires that we come to the grave in a good, old age.

4 Who REDEEMETH THY LIFE FROM DESTRUCTION…5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy YOUTH IS RENEWED like the eagle's (Psalm 103:4-5). God desires to keep us from destruction and renew our youth.

The days of our years are THREESCORE YEARS AND TEN; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years… (Psalm 90:10). God gives us a minimum of 70 years. Many will receive more based on their inner and physical strength. 

12 What man is he that DESIRETH LIFE, AND LOVETH MANY DAYS, that he may see good? 13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. 14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it (Psalm 34:12-14). 

For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: (1 Peter 3:10).  God gives us the secret to enjoying many good days on earth: we must keep our tongues, depart from evil, seek peace, and pursue peace with others. 
	
1My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:             2 For LENGTH OF DAYS, AND LONG LIFE, and peace, SHALL THEY ADD TO THEE (Proverbs 3:1-2). Knowing and keeping God’s Word in our hearts will bring long life and length of days. 

Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, THAT YE MAY LIVE, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may PROLONG YOUR DAYS in the land which ye shall possess (Deuteronomy 5:33). Walking in God’s ways will cause things to be well with us and prolong our days. 

That your DAYS MAY BE MULTIPLIED, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth (Deuteronomy 11:21). God desires to multiply our days.

I SHALL NOT DIE, BUT LIVE, and declare the works of the LORD                    (Psalm 118:17).  God desires us to live long lives so we can fulfill our service to Him in the earth by declaring His works to others. 

For by me thy DAYS SHALL BE MULTIPLIED, and the YEARS OF THY LIFE SHALL BE INCREASED (Proverbs 9:11). God desires to multiply our days and increase our years. If our time has already been set by God, then how can we expect an increase of days? No, our days are based upon how we life. We can either add days or shorten them. 

The fear of the LORD PROLONGETH DAYS: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened (Proverbs 10:27).  Fearing God prolongs our days. Wicked living can shorten our days (See also Psalm 55:23). 

… that I have set before you LIFE AND DEATH, BLESSING AND CURSING: therefore choose life, that both THOU and THY SEED MAY LIVE: (Deuteronomy 30:19). Choosing evil or death-producing ways can shorten our lives. 

For this cause [not rightly discerning the Lord’s body] many are weak and sickly among you, and MANY SLEEP (1 Corinthians 11:30). 

Not properly discerning the Lord’s body can bring an early death.
	
In summary, long life occurs as a result of:

1. Obedience to God’s Word and placing it in our hearts
2. Living according to His ways; not living wickedly or foolishly
3. Keeping our tongues from guile and deceit
4. Refraining from all evil
5. Making choices that bring life
6. Fearing God
7. Serving God and fulfilling His purpose for our lives
8. Knowing and appropriating our covenant benefits by faith
9. Properly discerning the purpose of the Lord’s blood and body
10. Knowing that God desires us to live long lives and to flourish in our old age. Long life is one 
 of our covenant benefits.
Also our nutrition, exercise, and rest (or lack thereof) can impact the length of our lives.                    God’s Word contains health laws that, if broken, can bring consequences to our bodies. 

Of course, God’s desires are not always fulfilled.  



God’s Attitude about Death 

1. God never wanted mankind to die in the first place. He told man what not to do so he would live. 

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die (Genesis 2:17). 

2. God even hates the death of the wicked who will not turn from their ways. 

32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye... 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye (Ezekiel 18:23, 32). 

3. God does not want us to die before our time.

Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time? (Ecclesiastes 7:17). 

4. Jesus comes to help us live. Satan the thief comes to take life away. 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly (John 10:10). 

5. God wants us to live so we can declare His works to others.

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD (Psalm 118:17). 

6. Death came by man, not God. 

For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead                          (1 Corinthians 15:21). 

7. God views death as an enemy.

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death (1 Corinthians 15:26). 

8. God wants death to vanish and be swallowed up.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54). 

9. God states that Satan is the power behind death.

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; (Hebrews 2:14). 

10. Once we are in heaven, there will be no more death.
	
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away (Revelation 21:4). 

11. If God is the source of death, then He must throw Himself in the lake of fire in the end. 

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death                (Revelation 20:14). 

12. Jesus raised several young people from the dead. See John 11:1-46; Luke 8:49-55; Luke 7:11-16; Acts 9:36-41; Acts 20:9-12.  

13. Jesus took the keys of death away from Satan, not God. He now has the keys, and we 
       leave on God’s schedule, not Satan’s. 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death (Revelation 1:18). 

God was never the author of death.  One benefit of our covenant with God is long life until our purpose on earth is fulfilled, and God is ready to bring us home on His time, not Satan’s time. 
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